
 
 
 
 
SAMPLE:  
Proctor has just finished signing when Danforth reaches for 
the paper. But Proctor snatches it up, and now a wild terror is 
rising in him, and a boundless anger. 
Danforth, perplexed, but politely extending his hand: If you 
please, sir. 
Proctor: No. 
Danforth, as though Proctor did not understand: Mr. Proctor, I 
must have----- 
Proctor: No, no. I have signed it. You have seen me. It is done! 
You have no need for this. 
Parris: Proctor, the village must have proof that----- 
Proctor: Damn the village! I confess to God, and God has seen 
my name on this! It is enough! 
Danforth: No, sir, it is----- 
Proctor: You came to save my soul, did you not? Here! I have 
confessed myself; it is enough! C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUR TURN:  
Proctor, with a cry of his whole soul: Because it is my name! 
Because I cannot have another in my life! Because I lie and sign 
myself to lies! Because I am not worth the dust on the feet of 
them that hang! How may I live without my name? I have given 
you my soul; leave me my name! 

What would he be afraid of 
and angry about?  Possibly 

his “wild terror” is a mistrust 
that he is now a free man?  
Maybe he’s angry at himself 
for “confessing” to witchcraft 

and giving credence to 
Abilgail? Maybe he’s angry 
because he’s forced to bend 
his will to this hypocracy. 

What is this importance of the 
village?  Why must the village 

know?  Perhaps Parris’ real 
concern is not that Proctor 
confessses, but that he has 

“proof” to show the village that 
this hysteria is justifiable.  

Maybe thsi is to safe face with 
the village.  Proctor could claim 
“damn the village” because they 
allowed this to happen as well. 

Is Proctor questioning their motives, here?  Does he not believe 
there are here to save his soul but merely to save face?  If Proctor 
confesses, that means that all of these trials were justified.  If he 

won’t do so publicly, then the motives of the officials are still 
questionable.  Proctor seems to know this. 

The Crucible – Close Reading  
In a close reading, we circle elements that stand out and ponder them.  First, we ask ourselves questions and then we 
attempt to answer them through critical thinking.  The first section is an example.  Notice how the reader asks 
themselves what the significance is and then ponders probable answers.  Complete the second close reading on your 
own following the model of the sample.   


