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“The Bloody Massacre” and  
“The Bloody Massacre in King-Street, March 5, 1770.” 

By Paul Revere 
 

The poem and engraving are provided courtesy of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. 
 

Unhappy Boston! see thy Sons deplore 
Thy hallow’d walks besmear’d with guiltless gore 
While faithless P____n and his savage bands 
With murd'rous rancour stretch their bloody hands 
Like fierce barbarians grinning o’er their prey  5 

Approve the carnage and enjoy the day. 
 
If scalding drops from rage, from anguish wrung 
If speechless sorrow, lab’ring for a tongue 
Or if a weeping world can ought appease 
The plaintive ghosts of victims such as these  10 

The patriot’s copious tears for each are shed 
A glorious tribute which embalms the dead. 
 
But know, Fate summons to that awful goal 
Where Justice strips the murd’rer of his soul, 
Should venal C___ts, the scandal of the land,  15 

Snatch the relentless villain from her Hand 
Keen execrations on this plate inscrib’d 
Shall reach a Judge who never can be brib’d. 
 
The unhappy sufferers were Mesr’s Sam’l Gray, Sam’l Maverick, James Caldwell 
Crispus Attucks, & Patr. Carr Killed  20 

Six wounded; two of them (Christ’r Monk & John Clark) mortally. 
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Name:                Date:       
 
1. What does this engraving show? 
 

A soldiers from two different armies who are shooting at each other 
B a group of people who have gathered for a town meeting    
C a line of soldiers firing their guns at a crowd of people  
D a crowd of people throwing stones at a group of armed soldiers 

 
2. The addressee of the poem is the same as the setting of the engraving. What is it?  
 

A “Boston” (line 1)   
B “hallow’d walks” (line 2) 
C a “weeping world” (line 9)  
D the courtroom of “a Judge who never can be brib’d” (line 18)  

 
3. Read lines 7-12 from the poem. 
 
If scalding drops from rage, from anguish wrung 
If speechless sorrow, lab’ring for a tongue 
Or if a weeping world can ought appease 
The plaintive ghosts of victims such as these                    10 
The patriot’s copious tears for each are shed 
A glorious tribute which embalms the dead. 
 
Based on these lines, what can you infer about the meaning of “scalding drops” (line 7)?  
 

A The “scalding drops” are droplets of rain that fell on the day of the massacre.  
B The “scalding drops” are drops of hot water sprinkled on those who died in the 

massacre.  
C The “scalding drops” are beads of sweat that formed on the faces of those 

watching the massacre. 
D The “scalding drops” are tears shed for those who died in the massacre. 

 
4. What line from the poem does the engraving closely illustrate? 
  

A “Thy hallow’d walks besmear’d with guiltless gore” (line 2) 
B “The plaintive ghosts of victims such as these” (line 10) 
C “Where justice strips the murd’rer of his soul” (line 14) 
D “Snatch the relentless villain from her Hand” (line 16) 

 
5. What is a main message of both the engraving and the poem?  
 

A Crying over people who have died is a glorious tribute to them.    
B Most judges can be bribed, but there is at least one who cannot be. 
C The streets of Boston are covered with blood and should be cleaned. 
D A group of innocent people in Boston have been murdered. 
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6. What imagery in the poem helps readers picture “faithless P____n and his savage 
bands” (line 3)?  
 

A “hallow’d walks besmear’d with guiltless gore” (line 2)  
B “stretch their bloody hands” (line 4) and “grinning o’er their prey” (line 5)  
C “scalding drops from rage” (line 7) and “lab’ring for a tongue” (line 8) 
D “plaintive ghosts of victims” (line 10) and “embalms the dead” (line 12) 

 
7. Read lines 13-18 from the poem.  
 
But know, Fate summons to that awful goal 
Where Justice strips the murd’rer of his soul, 
Should venal C___ts, the scandal of the land,                 15 
Snatch the relentless villain from her Hand 
Keen execrations on this plate inscrib’d 
Shall reach a Judge who never can be brib’d. 
 
Whose hand is referred to in line 16? 
 

A the hand of Fate 
B the hand of Justice  
C the hand of “venal C___ts” (line 15) 
D the hand of “a Judge who never can be brib’d” (line 18) 

 
8. What is one important detail about the massacre that is present in the engraving but 
not the poem? 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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9. What is one important detail about the massacre that is present in the poem but not 
the engraving? 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Explain how the poem complements or enriches the engraving. Support your answer 
with details from both the poem and the engraving. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 


