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Why is Romantic and Gothic literature unique?   
Romantic litertature is not what one would think.  Its main concern is not “love” or “romance” or 
anything like that.  The main concern with the Romantics is the inner self; the human experience, 
imagination, intuition, and nature.  However, Romantic literature in America is not unique in and 
of itself.  It is deeply influenced by the European Romantics, yet the cosmopolitan zeal of 
European Romantic literature (the desire for travel to foreign countries) is downplayed in favor 
of the American wonder of exploration influenced by the Louisiana Purchase.  Romanticisms 
strange cousin, Gothicism, is clearly related, but explores the darker part of human nature.  Both, 
however, come from the same family of looking inward and exploring the mystery of nature and 
the self.    

 

Directions: In your journals, define each term.  For each Event/Fact/Invention, explain the 
influence on literature.    

 

Terms

Frame Story  

:   

Allusion  

Manifest Destiny 

Mystery (strange aspects of human experience)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristic Style:  

Folk Tales  

Setting (as influential in Gothic)  

Blank Verse  

“The Single Effect”  

 

Events/Facts/Inventions/Etc:  

1800 – Jefferson elected President  

1800 – Vermont, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee become new states  

1803 – Louisiana Purchase  

1804 – Lewis and Clark Expedition  

1812 – US Declares War on Britain  

1825 – Completion of the Erie Canal  

1828 – An American Dictionary of the 
English Language  

Improved Transportation  

Westward Expansion  

 Mechanical Reaper  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prominent Romantic or Gothic Writers 

Washington Irving (1783-1859) 

 Irving embodied the Romantic ideals of self-exploration while at the same time exploring 
the cultural side of Europe and the wild side of the Hudson Valley.  Through his European 
travels, Irving learned about European culture, literature, and folklore and his writing was deeply 
influenced by his experiences abroad.  Many of his works are adaptations of German folktalkes 
with American settings and sentiments.  Irving became the first American writer to earn 
international acclaim, putting America on the map as an artistic cultural powerhouse.   

 

   

William Cullen Bryant (1794-1878)  

 A well-read, well-educated, and well-rounded American to the core, Bryant bore witness 
to the infancy of the new country to its rise in industry and art.  Bryant’s father encouraged 
exploration of the area around his home while at the same time exposing him to the great writers 
of Europe, both of the past and the present.  Because of this, Bryant became a prolific reader and 
writer of Romantic poetry, merging the style of European Romantics with the American ideals of 
self-reflection and exploration, and this wonder at nature can be seen in his poetry.   

 

 

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)  

 Quite possibly the most famous American Romantic author, Poe never achieved great 
fame while he was alive.  He was known more as a sharp-tongued eccentric critic with a 
fondness for vices. Because much of Poe’s life was defined by death and poverty and these 
subjects were infused into his writing, Poe can more accurately be described as a Dark Romantic, 
also known as a Gothic writer.  Gothic writers, Poe especially, explored the dark, dangerous, and 
ominous side of the human psyche.  Their stories were often set in forboding, dark, harsh locales, 
and their subjects often dealt with madness.  
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