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The Crucible  

Act II  

Stage directions: He reaches to a cupboard, takes a pinch of salt, and drops it into the pot.  
(Later, after Elizabeth hands him a bowl of stew.)   
Proctor: It’s well seasoned.   
Why does Proctor compliment the dish when he had just added seasoning to the stew?   
 
 
Proctor: You ought to bring some flowers in the house.  
Elizabeth: Oh!  I forgot!  I will tomorrow.   
Proctor: It’s winter in here yet.   
What does he mean and what does that imply about the mood of the home?   
 
 
 
 
Proctor: On Sunday let you come with me, and we’ll walk the farm together.   
Why is it significant that Proctor would choose Sunday for the walk?   
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth: (speaking of  Mary Warren) It is a mouse no more.  I forbid her go, and she raises up her 
chin like the daughter of a prince and says to me, “I must go to Salem, Goody Proctor; I am an 
official of the court!”   
What does this change in Mary Warren’s behavior imply about the accusers?   
 
 
 
Proctor, wide-eyed:  Oh, it is a black mischief.   
What is Proctor’s attitude toward the people who claim to have been bewitched?  *Use other evidence 
from the play to support your answer*   
 
 
 
Proctor (to Mary Warren): How do you go to Salem when I forbid it?  Do you mock me?  Shaking 
her.  I’ll whip you if you dare leave this house again!   
What do you believe is the source of Proctor’s fury when Mary returns to the house?  
 
 
 
Mary Warren (regarding seeing Sarah Good’s spirit in court): I never knew it before.  I never knew 
anything before.   
What “power” does Mary now have that allows her to “know” how the devil works?   
 
 



After Mary states that Goody Osburn is condemned because she mumbled when Mary turned her 
from the house, then at court couldn’t state her commandments.   
Proctor: But the proof, the proof!  
Mary Warren: I told you the proof.  It’s hard proof, hard as rock, the judges said.  
Why isn’t Proctor convinced of Mary’s statements?  Why is he doubtful of the “proof”?   
 
 
 
 
Mary Warren: But, Mr. Proctor, they will not hang them if the confess.   
(later in the Act)  
Hale: Mister, I have myself examined Tituba, Sarah Good, and numerous others that have 
confessed to dealing with the Devil.  They have confessed it.   
Proctor: And why not, if they must hang for denyin’ it?  There are them that will swear to anything 
before they’ll hang; have you ever thought of that?   
Why, though, does Proctor’s logic fail to put an end to the trials or accusations altogether?   
 
 
 
 
Mary Warren (To Proctor):  I would have you speak civilly to me, from this out.   
What are ALL implications of Mary’s threat to Proctor? Explain and support fully.   
 
 
 
 
Proctor (after telling Hale that Abigail claimed it was all for sport): [...] I may wonder if my story will 
be credited in such a court.   
Why does Proctor express doubt that he would be “credited in such a court”?  What does this imply about 
the court itself?  About Proctor’s assessment of his own character?  Explain and support fully.   
 
 
 
 
Proctor: [...] Why do you never wonder if Parris be innocent, or Abigail?  Is the accuser always 
holy now?  Were they born this morning as clean as God’s fingers?   
Despite Mary explaining about the doll and poking holes in Abigail’s story, why does Hale refuse to 
dismiss the charges against Elizabeth?   
 
 
 
 
Proctor: Good.  Then her saintliness is done.  We will slide together into our pit; you will tell the 
court what you know.  
Mary Warren: I cannot, they’ll turn on me— 
What are ALL implications revealed here?  Why does Mary continue with the court proceedings?  Who is 
the ring-leader? What will Proctor do to put a stop to the condemnation of his wife?   


