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Characteristics:  
There are three main proponents that define The American Renaissance (also known as 
Transcendentalism):  
 
 1- Everything is a reflection of the Divine Soul  
  -Nature, humans, animals, EVERYTHING  
 2 – Heavy reliance on intuition to reveal God’s spirit  
  -Evident in nature  
 3 – Self-reliance and individualism outweight external authority and blind conformity  

-Not necessarily antiestablishment, but highlites the ideals of questioning and thinking 
critically  
 

Influences of previous movements:  
-Romantic/Gothic-  
The European Romantics  
 -Still a heavy reliance on nature  
Psychology and Philosophy  
 -The human mind  
 
-The Enlightenment- 
Political Ponderings  
 -Yet they go the other direction  
 
“New” ideas:  
-We don’t just ponder the beauty of nature, we look at nature as an extension of ourselves  
-We further the idea of “nature as extension” to “society as an extension and reflection of self” as well  
 
The Big Movements or Ideals during this time:  
-Abolition  
-The search for Utopia  
-Women’s suffrage 
-Who are “We” the people?   
 
 
What does it mean to “transcend”?  

-Transcend means “to go beyond”.  In this case, the transcendentalists “went beyond” the work 
of Romantics.  The took what was there and raised it to new heights.   

 
Doesn’t “Renaissance” mean “rebirth”?   

-In the case of the Italian renaissance, european renaissance, etc., yes.  But in the case of the 
American Renaissance, it means  “flowering” or a “blooming”.  In essence, growth...not a new 
beginning or a resurgence.   

 
 
 
 



Song  of  Nature 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803 – 1882 
 
Mine are the night and morning, 
The pits of air, the gulf of space, 
The sportive sun, the gibbous moon, 
The innumerable days. 
 
I hid in the solar glory, 
I am dumb in the pealing song, 
I rest on the pitch of the torrent, 
In slumber I am strong. 
 
No numbers have counted my tallies, 
No tribes my house can fill, 
I sit by the shining Fount of Life, 
And pour the deluge still; 
 
And ever by delicate powers 
Gathering along the centuries 
From race on race the rarest flowers, 
My wreath shall nothing miss. 
 
And many a thousand summers 
My apples ripened well, 
And light from meliorating stars 
With firmer glory fell. 
 
I wrote the past in characters 
Of rock and fire the scroll, 
The building in the coral sea, 
The planting of the coal. 
 
And thefts from satellites and rings 
And broken stars I drew, 
And out of spent and aged things 
I formed the world anew; 
 
What time the gods kept carnival, 
Tricked out in star and flower, 
And in cramp elf and saurian forms 
They swathed their too much power. 
 
Time and Thought were my surveyors, 
They laid their courses well, 
They boiled the sea, and baked the layers 
Or granite, marl, and shell. 
 
But he, the man-child glorious,-- 
Where tarries he the while? 
The rainbow shines his harbinger, 
The sunset gleams his smile. 
 
 
 

My boreal lights leap upward, 
Forthright my planets roll, 
And still the man-child is not born, 
The summit of the whole. 
 
Must time and tide forever run? 
Will never my winds go sleep in the west? 
Will never my wheels which whirl the sun 
And satellites have rest? 
 
Too much of donning and doffing, 
Too slow the rainbow fades, 
I weary of my robe of snow, 
My leaves and my cascades; 
 
I tire of globes and races, 
Too long the game is played; 
What without him is summer’s pomp, 
Or winter’s frozen shade? 
 
I travail in pain for him, 
My creatures travail and wait; 
His couriers come by squadrons, 
He comes not to the gate. 
 
Twice I have moulded an image, 
And thrice outstretched my hand, 
Made one of day, and one of night, 
And one of the salt sea-sand. 
 
One in a Judaean manger, 
And one by Avon stream, 
One over against the mouths of Nile, 
And one in the Academe. 
 
I moulded kings and saviours, 
And bards o’er kings to rule;-- 
But fell the starry influence short, 
The cup was never full. 
 
Yet whirl the glowing wheels once more, 
And mix the bowl again; 
Seethe, fate! the ancient elements, 
Heat, cold, wet, dry, and peace, and pain. 
 
Let war and trade and creeds and song 
Blend, ripen race on race, 
The sunburnt world a man shall breed 
Of all the zones, and countless days. 
 
No ray is dimmed, no atom worn, 
My oldest force is good as new, 
And the fresh rose on yonder thorn 
Gives back the bending heavens in dew. 



Civil Disobedience- Worksheet 

Please answer each as thoroughly as necessary on a separate sheet of paper.  You 
will lose points for vague, non-responsive answers. Please be as specific as possible 
with your answers.    

 

1.  Thoreau believes that people should not participate in injustice, but they can stand idle 
when it comes to encouraging a just society.  What is the difference between these two 
concepts?  Explain thoroughly citing areas of the work. 

2.  Is Thoreau’s concept of civil disobedience compatible with a democratic government?  
Why or why not, explain thoroughly.  

3.  What is Thoreau’s opinion on wealth and consumption? Why are the rich less likely to 
practice civil disobedience?  What is your view of wealth inequity?  

4.  Why might Thoreau have wanted to take on an unaffected stance as an author?  Does 
it help his overall argument in the essay?    

5.  What is the purpose of government to you?  Please give a list of the three most 
important elements a government is responsible for maintaining in your opinion.  Then 
please give an example for each either from your local, state, or federal branch. 

6.  “He who gives himself entirely to his fellow men appears to them useless and selfish; 
but he who gives himself partially to them in pronounced a benefactor and 
philanthropist.”  What exactly is Thoreau trying to say about his peers in society?  Do 
you agree, cite an instance from your own life.  

7.  “There is but little virtue in the action of masses of men.”  Do the majority of people 
in a nation practice complacency for their own benefit?  Please explain your view.  Also, 
what issue in America right now is the most important to you? Why?  

8. “Unjust laws exist: shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend 
them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall we transgress them at once?”  
Give me an example of an unjust law (other than your rights to search in school) that 
should be abolished at once.   
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