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Civil Disobedience- Worksheet 
 
Please answer each as thoroughly as necessary on a separate sheet of paper.  You 
will lose points for vague, non-responsive answers. Please be as specific as possible 
with your answers.    
 
 
1.  Thoreau believes that people should not participate in injustice, but they can stand idle 
when it comes to encouraging a just society.  What is the difference between these two 
concepts?  Explain thoroughly citing areas of the work. 
 
2.  Is Thoreau’s concept of civil disobedience compatible with a democratic government?  
Why or why not, explain thoroughly.  
 
3.  What is Thoreau’s opinion on wealth and consumption? Why are the rich less likely to 
practice civil disobedience?  What is your view of wealth inequity?  
 
4.  Why might Thoreau have wanted to take on an unaffected stance as an author?  Does 
it help his overall argument in the essay?    
 
5.  What is the purpose of government to you?  Please give a list of the three most 
important elements a government is responsible for maintaining in your opinion.  Then 
please give an example for each either from your local, state, or federal branch. 
 
6.  “He who gives himself entirely to his fellow men appears to them useless and selfish; 
but he who gives himself partially to them in pronounced a benefactor and 
philanthropist.”  What exactly is Thoreau trying to say about his peers in society?  Do 
you agree, cite an instance from your own life.  
 
7.  “There is but little virtue in the action of masses of men.”  Do the majority of people 
in a nation practice complacency for their own benefit?  Please explain your view.  Also, 
what issue in America right now is the most important to you? Why?  
 
8. “Unjust laws exist: shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend 
them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall we transgress them at once?”  
Give me an example of an unjust law (other than your rights to search in school) that 
should be abolished at once.   
 


